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THE BIRDS

CAST
Diane  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carolyn Kodes
Nat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeremiah J. Lowry
Julia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Krystal Moya
Tierney . . . . . . . . . . . . Lincoln Machula
Voices . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mikel J. Matthews, Jr. 

very special thanks to Krannert Center for the 
Performing Arts, PACA, Habitat for Humanity, 
Parkland College, Wendy Patriquin, Sharon 
Matthews, Jenny Therrien, Shawna Smith, Chris 
and Anne Lukeman, CU Adventures in Time and 
Space, Sue Jones, Joe and Mary Minneci, Jesse 
Folks, and Andy & Abby Schopp. 

PRODUCTION TEAM 

PLACE & TIME
A deserted beach cottage in a small seaport on 
the coast of New England. Early fall through 
early winter. 2017.

INTERMISSION
The Birds will be presented without intermission.

 Jason Dockins 
 Thom Schnarre 
 Renee Lynn Jackson



ABOUT THE COMPANY
Jason Dockins (Voice) is a company member at the Station Theatre.  He is 
alternately cast in Every Brilliant Thing in December.
Brian Hagy (lighting designer) is proud to call The Birds his first show doing 
lighting design for The Station Theater.  He did sound design for the Station's 
production of American Wee-Pie and has acted in several shows, including Betty's 
Summer Vacation, Drop Dead, and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. Brian also is a core 
player with Zoo Improv, and is the founding director of The Prompting Theater, 
C-U's premiere ensemble for adult actors with developmental and intellectual 
disabilities.  Brian has been involved with well over 150 productions over the past 
35+ years throughout Illinois, Michigan, and New York and is now also making 
films and assisting with developing local filmmaking talent. Brian would like to 
thank Thom for bringing him in on this production of The Birds.  
Renee Lynn Jackson (Voice) is a newcomer to the Celebration Company. Favorite 
credits include Losers! (Cloud Gate Productions), Minotaur, Trash (Forget Me Not 
Theatre), and How I Learned to Drive. Renee is a graduate of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Kendall Johnson (asst. to director, stage manager) has been seen around town 
onstage as an actor or backstage as a stage manager, choreographer, or director 
over the last 10 years. Thom and Kendall first worked together in the CUTC youth 
production of Bye Bye Birdie, where Kendall played the role of Conrad Birdie.  
Special thanks to Thom for inviting him to join this wonderful cast, and to Thomas 
for being ever so sweet and loving.
Carolyn Kodes (Diane)—Theatre has the power to move us, to change us, to open 
our minds to new ways of seeing and believing. But only if we allow it to. Thank 
you, for giving us the opportunity, and many thanks to the Station for allowing all 
of us. Carolyn is a longtime member of the Celebration Company and a current 
board member, who has most recently appeared in Other Desert Cities and 
Appropriate.
Jeremiah J. Lowry (Nat) is grateful to be part of this lovely cast in his fourth 
Station Theatre production. You may have seen him most recently in Leaving Iowa, 
or in past productions of Putting it Together or God of Carnage. A 2011 graduate 
of the University of Illinois' BFA Acting program, he has also been featured in 
Krannert productions including Not About Nightingales, [title of show], Gone 



Missing, and The Last Five Years, among many others. Other favorite roles in his 
home state of California include appearances in Assassins, The Full Monty, Five 
Women Wearing the Same Dress, and A Streetcar Named Desire.
Lincoln Machula (Tierney) became a member of the Celebration Company at 
the Station Theatre twelve years ago, playing Jimmy Farrell in The Playboy of the 
Western World.  He has also acted at Parkland Theatre, the Virginia with CUTC, 
and Krannert. Previous roles include Arthur in Superior Donuts, Otto Frank in 
The Diary of Anne Frank, Claudius in Hamlet, and Jerry in Betrayal. He has the 
great good fortune to work as a Library Specialist at the University of Illinois Library, 
where every day is like a day in paradise. He is happy to be alive, and hopes you 
are, too.
Conor McPherson (playwright) is an Irish playwright and director who is known 
for his “meditation[s] on regret, guilt, and confusion” regarding the human race.  
With awards and nominations from Drama Desk, the Lucille Lortel Award, the 
New York Drama Critics Circle Award, the Laurence Olivier Award for Best Play, 
and the Tony Awards, the Dublin-born playwright has explored the human response 
to grief, loss, hope, and mortality throughout his still growing body of work. His 
most notable works include: The Weir, The Seafarer, The Veil, and The Night Alive. 
Mikel L. Matthews Jr. (Voice) is a regular director at the Station Theatre. He 
will direct the fourth offering of our 45th Season, Hand to God, in January.
Tanino Minneci (Props) has been involved with productions at the Station Theatre 
since 2010 in both acting and production roles. Onstage, he has appeared in several 
productions, including Mauritius, 8, and Hamlet. He has also worked on props for 
such shows as Appropriate, 33 Variations, A Kid Like Jake, The Open House, Mine, 
and She Kills Monsters. Tanino can also be seen performing with Froman Improv 
on Tuesday nights at The Clark Bar.
Krystal Moya (Julia) is proud to be a part of her third production with the 
Celebration Company at Station Theatre. She was previously seen in this summer's 
Leaving Iowa as Sis, and last season's Mine as Amy. Krystal was also seen in 
Parkland College's The Curate Shakespeare's As You Like It as Audrey/Rosalind 
and Danville Dark Horse Theatre Company's August: Osage County as Karen. She 
also assists in makeup, hair, and costume design when opportunities arise. Krystal 
would like to thank her family and Bryant Fritz for their unwavering support in 
each and every production.



Alexis Nau (crew) is a high school senior at Tuscola High School, and has been 
in love with the theatre all her life. This will be her first time working with the 
Celebration Company. She greatly enjoys the atmosphere of the Station, and 
thoroughly enjoyed last season’s She Kills Monsters and The Gospel According to 
Thomas Jefferson, Charles Dickens and Count Leo Tolstoy: Discord. She has 
starred in several high school and community (ARTCo) productions, including 
Mulan, Peter Pan, You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown, Wizard of Oz, Oklahoma!, 
and Fiddler on the Roof. Alexis has attended Theatre Arts camp at Northern Illinois 
University for the past five years, and plans to major in Theatre Studies in college. 
She is very excited to be working with a new and wonderful company!
William Penne (crew) is so excited to be working on his first production at the 
Station Theatre. He has been involved in Tuscola High School’s theatre program 
since freshman year and has enjoyed being in numerous shows there. He has also 
seen and enjoyed many shows here at the Station throughout the last couple of 
seasons. He would just like to thank Thom and the rest of the wonderful cast and 
crew for giving him the opportunity to work on this show, and can’t wait to work 
on more in the future!
Niccole Powers (set design) is so excited to be back designing her first show since 
having an awesome new baby boy. She has spent many, many hours here in this 
space, worn many hats and has loved every inch of it. Some of her previous adventures 
here have included designing the sets for Appropriate, Mine, and She Kills Monsters.  
She would like to thank Chase for joining her in this craziness and Josh for being 
supportive, while I do some art. Oh, and again, thanks to Bradley for doing the math.
Thom Schnarre (director/costumer/voice) is a board member with The Celebration 
Company. He has previously directed five other productions for the company in his 
four-year tenure: How I Learned to Drive, Superior Donuts, Good Boys and True, 
33 Variations, and Mine. In addition to directing, he has also costumed these and 
other productions, including: Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, Next to Normal, 
Sons of the Prophet, and Wintertime and acted in Mothers and Sons. He has acted 
and directed for Parkland Theatre (Wonder of the World and Dead Man's Cell 
Phone) and CUTC (Best Little Whorehouse in Texas and Bye Bye Birdie), and 
costumed for The Armory (The Wild Party) and Twin City Squared (American Idiot).  
Thom is a Professor of English at Parkland College, and a playwright, currently 
working on a play about his mother’s adolescence in the aftermath of the Depression 
entitled Hollow.



Kevin Troy (stage manager) is a freshman perusing a BFA in stage management 
here at UIUC. He recently graduated from Lemont High School where he worked 
on Peter Pan (sound lead), Guys and Dolls (stage manager), Mary Poppins (stage 
manager), Seussical: the Musical (stage manager), and various other shows through 
Lemont High School’s Performing Arts Center. Kevin also had the pleasure of being 
a part of Rent, the 2016 Illinois High School Theater Festival All-State show. 
Recently he closed his first show at Krannert, Mr. Burns, a Post-Electric Play as 
a production assistant, and is excited to work on Iago’s Plot as an Assistant Stage 
Manager. He is more than excited to be the co-stage manager for The Birds and he 
hopes you enjoy the show. 

DIRECTOR'S NOTE
“All my life I’ve always thought, ‘What’s so precious about the human race anyway?’  
When there were loads of us all clogging up the planet, I always thought, ‘How 
disgusting.’ But now that there’s so few of us left, I think, ‘Wait a minute, in all the 
cold external expanse of the cosmos, what if we are the only life anywhere in the 
vastness of time that can actually think, and knows that it exists, and that knows it 
will die?’” 

—Conor McPherson, The Birds, 2009

“I am the eye with which the Universe

Beholds itself, and knows it is divine.”

—Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Song of Apollo,” 1820

After delving into this script for the past six months, I’ve come to view this piece as 
Conor McPherson’s tattered and torn valentine to the human race: an homage to 
us, warts and all. 

—Thom Schnarre, director 



NEXT AT THE STATION
Every Brilliant Thing
December 1–17, 2016
by Duncan Macmillan and Jonny Donahoe
directed by Katie Baldwin Prosise
featuring Jason Dockins and William Anthony Sebastian Rose II

You’re six years old. Mum’s in hospital. Dad says she’s “done something stupid.” 
She finds it hard to be happy. So you start to make a list of everything that’s 
brilliant about the world. Everything that’s worth living for. 
1. Ice cream. 
2. Kung Fu movies. 
3. Burning things. 
4. Laughing so hard you shoot milk out your nose. 
5. Construction cranes. 
6. Me.

You leave it on her pillow. You know she’s read it because she’s corrected your 
spelling.
Soon, the list will take on a life of its own.
A one-person interactive play about depression and the lengths we will go to for 
those we love.




